Triaging a Localized, Neighborhood Disaster

Study TACDA academy lesson #1, The Psychology of Civil Defense, found on the TACDA web site, for help in forming a neighborhood organization.  Post- event survival is dependant upon the preparations we make before the disaster occurs.    

Don't become a victim. 

In every situation, your first concern should be for your own safety. You will not be of assistance to those in need if you become a victim of the very disaster you are trying to mediate.  In fact, you could become part of the problem.  Watch for downed power lines, sharp objects, chemicals, fire, unstable footing, etc.  Initiate rescue attempts only if you believe your fire or police department is unable to respond in a reasonable length of time.  

Call for help

Professional emergency response teams (ERT) have been trained in rescue and first aid procedures. Call 911 to activate your local EMS system as soon as possible. In some types of disasters, your regular phones may not function.  If your neighborhood has made the proper preparations, there will be several people in your vicinity with alternative communication capabilities. 

Rescue people whose lives are threatened 
In some disasters, such as in large earthquakes, your local ERT may not be able to respond in time to initiate the necessasry rescue procedures. People often hisitate to move an injured victim, for fear of agrivating their injury.  Victims who are in danger of further injury, however, such as from fire or drowing, must be moved to a safer location.  If spinal injuries are suspected, take care to support the back and neck of the injured individuall.  

Provide first aid.

Triaging the injured becomes necessary when there are large numbers of victims.  Basic first aid must be given in a logical and prioritised manner. Life threatening injuries must be assessed and treated first. If the number of rescurers is limited, quick decisions must be made in order to maximise the number of survivors.  

· Clear the Airway 

· If spontaneous breathing does not occur, Initiate CPR

· Control severe bleeding

· Stabilize the spine and neck

· Treat for Shock

You may find yourself in a situation where CPR, though needed, must be stopped in order to to perform other life saving procedures on victims who are more likely to survive. Demand help from bystanders who may be able to continue performing CPR while you attend to other victims. 

Account for the condition and location of people in the neighborhood
After immidiate life saving procedures have been completed, proceed through your neighborhood looking for other victims.  If you are acquainted with your neighbors, and have formed a neighborhood organization, you can quickly locate and assist the injured, elderly, handicapped and families with small children. Colored ribbons or cards should have been pre-designated to be hung on doors, to indicate which homes have people in need of assistance.  Be sure that you consult with your local EMS, before assigning colors, as you may have assigned colors that conflict with their plan.  
Provide emergency water, food, clothing, and housing.

Quickly asess the safest location for shelterng the victims and those who have been left homeless. Encourage the families to bring their 72-hour kits and as much clean drinking water as possible to the shelter.  Gather blankets, extra clothing and food where it is safe to do so.      

Restore normal living conditions as quickly as possible.

Assign people to cook in mass.  Use perishables from the refrigerators first, then food from the freezers, and then canned foods and non-perishables.  

Prevent or limit property damage.

If the neighborhood orgaization is functioning, people will have been pre-assigned, if necessary, to turn off the natural gas and water to the damaged homes.  

Secure and guard your assets.

Mobs and gangs will quickly form to loot and cause further chaos. There is safety in numbers. If possible, gather your trusted neighbors into a smaller number of locations.
Fortify social, emotional, and spiritual strength.

Support and comfort one another.  A 2007 ABC News poll indicates that approximately 83% of the population of the United States identify themselves as Christian. Do not hisitate to pray together for your common benefit and comfort.   

Be able to report to the next higher organization level the following information:

· Your name, address, and how you can be reached.

· Description, location, and magnitude of the emergency.

· Names of any injured, missing or dead, and contact information for their next of kin.

· Exact location and extent of property damage.

· Number of persons needed to provide assistance and specific tasks to be done.

· Number of people who need skilled medical help.

· Actions being taken to help those in distress.

· Number of members available to provide assistance, including those with specific skills.

· Assistance needed that is unavailable in the neighborhood affected, including medicine, food, water, clothing, shelter, or fuel.

